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Baron draws inspiration
from boats he has built
in the past.

For over three decades, Wellfleet resident
Walter Baron has built a wide variety of wooden
boats in his one-man shop by following tradi-
tional boatbuilding techniques. Each boat is cus-
tom built by hand and their purposes are
unique. Some, like his dories, are meant for
exercise or for rowing from a dock to retrieve
a moored sailboat. Others, like the Lumber
Yard Skiff, Beetle Whaleboat, and Nahant
Dory, are used for family boating sorties or for
recreational fishing. His boats are bought by
private citizens, such as commercial shellfisher-
men, as well as by local towns. The Town of
Wellfleet used his 23-foot Oregon Dory work
skiff every day in and around Wellfleet Harbor
for nearly ten years.

While many of his boat models are still com-
mon on Cape Cod waters, Baron also makes
some boats that you can’t find anymore, such
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as the 28-foot Beetle Whaleboat. If you can
find one these days then you’ll probably be
looking in a museum devoted specifically to
local whaling history. During the mid-1800s,
building a Beetle Whaleboat was a common
practice in seafaring towns. The design came
from Charles Beetle of New Bedford and the
distinctive double-ended design make the
Beetle immediately recognizable. In the new
millennium though, there aren’t many cus-
tomers clamoring for a 28-foot, 1,200 pound
whaleboat that is powered by five strong
backs. However, when a Vermont summer
camp wanted a boat of this size for group row-
ing with their campers, Baron happily built
one specifically for them.

Believe it or not, there still are customers
for a boat that was last used to chase that
famous foe, Moby Dick, and that is the
essence of Baron’s painstaking craft. As some
of his blueprints were designed well over 100-
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In his Wellfleet shop,

h a hand tool.




Above: Baron works with a few power tools as well as his
hand tools.

years-ago, Baron’s designs have stood the test of
time. At the Old Wharf Dory Company, you will find
a thoughtful approach to traditional hull designs
with techniques to match.

“Boatbuilding is not a difficult process,” says
Baron empathetically, “but it is a process that
requires time.” The skill and craftsmanship put
into building each individual vessel is truly unique
to wooden boats. The fiberglass boat revolution
began with the invention of polyester resin in
1935. Fiberglass was added to the resin for rein-
forcement, and the first dinghy was built in 1942.
Following World War II, fiberglass boats were
mass-produced to meet the increased recreational
boating demand, and by the late 1960s it was nearly
impossible to find a boat yard that carried an
inventory of wooden boats.

“Many of my customers have been boating for a very
long time and have had a number of different boats,
but they wind up here because they are looking for a
specific type of boat that they can’t find mass pro-
duced,” says Baron of his quality craftsmanship.
Although a wood boat requires more maintenance
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than a fiberglass model, readying your
boat for the sailing season or working
on it after the season is over is enjoy-
able. Baron also finds the lure of a
wooden boat is substantial for cus-

“Many of my customers
have been boating for a
very long time and have
had a number of different
boats, but they wind up
here because they are
looking for a specific type
of boat that they can’t
find mass produced.”

tomers who are looking for a more
organic, higher quality vessel.

“Sometimes I build smaller boats for
folks who already have larger boats. It
could be a specific fishing boat or a ten-
der boat for accessing their larger boat,”
says Baron. “The process of boatbuilding
is similar, the time and scope is all that
changes. Each of the 150 boats I’ve built
has been different, and that’s what
makes them unique.”

From B

Baron takes each of his customers
through a unique building process to
determine their boating needs and
desires. The first step is to determine
the boat’s use. Oftentimes, a customer
has a particular boat in mind and
Baron can get to work on the building
process. At other times, he spends a
significant amount of time with a cus-
tomer working through a variety of
options. Baron pulls a series of designs
appropriate to the boat’s purpose and
works through the strengths and weak-
nesses of each one with the client. After
these important decisions are made,
he’ll match a particular type of wood
to the boat’s purpose.
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DAVID KARAM

DEsiGN=BUILD

330 MAIN STREET

BREWSTER, MA 02631 508-385-4599

davidkaram.com

THE BLINDS

SHUTTERS * SILHOUETTES
DUETTES

CUSTOM
SEMI-CUSTOM

READYSMADE
WINDOW TREATMENTS

PATRICIA YETMAN
and JENNIFER RAPPAZZO

Monday to Saturday 10 am to 5 pm

1684 FALMOUTH ROAD, ROUTE 28, CENTERVILLE SHOPPING CENTER

508-771-7990 - Hunter Douglas Priority Dealer
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1705 MAIN STREET
CHATHAM -~ 508-348-0444

| Visit our secondary
- space behind the nail
salon for jewelry and

antique Asian pieces.

mnberry

Nazil Spa...

a unique Cape Cod Experience
for Men and Women

Call about private get-togethers in the evenings

Spa Manicures & Hand Treatments
* Cape Cod Manicure

* Gentleman’s Manicure

* Candle Light Organics

* Forever Young (anti-aging treatment,
S ¢

Spa Pedicures & ="
Foot Treatments

* Cape Cod Pedicure

*

* Gentleman’s Pedicure
* Foot Reflexology Massage
* Jelly Footbath * Glamour Lashes

* Exotic Indulgence
Aromatherapy Treatments

704 Main Street, Suite A, Falmouth

508.495.9999 cranberrynailspa.com
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“Spanish or Northern white cedar is
light and rot resistant. I like to use
them for the strip planks on my decks
or for seats,” says Baron, rubbing a
finger over a piece of raw material.
“Eastern white pine is a good substi-
tute for planks and decks, too. Oak is
a heavier, durable wood and typically
I’ll use it in frames and rub rails.”
Baron also uses beautiful mahogany
and teak for the trim of a boat and has
a supplier in Maine who provides him
with wood. When Baron can get away
from his work at the shop, he drives
up the coast to hand select wood for
his boats.

It stands to reason that Baron’s use

Walter Baron

Old Wharf Dory Company

170 Old Chequessett Neck Road
Wellfleet

508.349.2383
www.oldwharf.com

of natural materials make for a natu-
ral, comfortable ride. Many boaters
know that a handmade wooden boat
tracks differently from a fiberglass
model. There is an unmistakable feel
that is best described as a boat cuts
through the waves. The wood absorbs
vibration, resulting in less pounding on
the seas. Wood rides in the waves as
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opposed to on the waves. Customers can equate the boat-
ing difference as they can differentiate between natural
and artificial light or pond versus pool water.

Old Wharf Dory Company boats can be found in
Wellfleet Harbor, fishing off of Billingsgate Shoal, and
in Nauset Marsh. But these impressive vessels can also

be found as far away as Nova Scotia and Georgia. And
there are more boats to be made, one at a time. “I’ve
been building boats for 30 years,” said Baron happily.
“It’s been my life’s work, and I'm pleased to see how
much enjoyment my customers get of them. And I’ll
keep building them for as long as I can. It’s kind of
hard to stop.”

We are all conditioned to recognize quality. We recog-
nize it in our bones when a 1960s Jaguar XJ6 rolls by.
We recognize the bouquet of an outstanding glass of

wine, and we note the differences between a profession-

al athlete and one who gets cut from the team. In the
world of boats, a boat made by Walter Baron returns f

you to a gentler time, one that speaks of a slower pace
and higher quality. A handcrafted, wooden boat never

fails to capture our attention. ¥
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