! The shadow of a false-cast fly
line over a spring creek can

put down fish. The solution?
Cast without a false-cast.

.| ¥ The guide holds the angler’s
[eader and fly; the angler

gives the signal and delivers

: the fly with one forward
. casting,stroke./Serve a hearty

| meal, like a/big-bodied
hopper 6\' cicada pattern.

\

ine Creek

Tactical approaches on
a hidden spring creek
oring success.

uly on a Colorado spring creek is more like hunting than fishing. Stand way back from the

water’s edge, with the sun in front of you, and watch. Then watch a little longer. Look, in

the channel between the weed beds, a spotted back and dorsal fin sticking way up out of
the water. A rainbow so big its belly nearly drags on the bottom. Stealthy fishing on this creek
requires a long, bow-and-arrow cast. There’s no room for hanging a backcast in the tall grass
behind you. So the guide holds your line in a mock backcast. Add a single haul for speed, and
drift your tip for a gentle presentation. Drop that fly 10 feet above him, right in the middle of

the current seam in between the weed beds. Gently.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM LEVISON
TEXT BY TOM KEER
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kinny-water trout erupt on big hoppers like tarpon blow up on mullet. There’s not

much elbowroom in a narrow creek that’s full of weeds. Keep your rod tip high and

don’t let the trout get into the grass. Weeds on a leader add weight and snap tippets.

40 jJune 2008




FlyRod&Reel







anda red CC D OS€ CEP YO
Od O d % pre € and
O
] o 0 O de rese bles 2
O
O op O cd do
oneg andled © © cd O DECYyOondad
O
o ce o o A = o
e O
00 DO C C DICA C

S S
q
a g o a 0 aur
0 1o e Onproro.co
op eelance o 0 o
0
0 Pe 4 0 D g CER 0
o0 10 g O7ESO era 0
S S
g
P
b " "
™" R .
- \ »
s I .
" il
[
-
-
e % - -
-

—

FlyRodseReel 43




